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Solid RootS 
C e l e b r at i n g  l e g e n d a ry  
p h o t o g r a p h e r  a l  g i l b e r t
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the Shabbat PRoject 
K e e p i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r  wo r l dw i d e

blowing Smoke 
a n  e m p l oy e r ’ s  g u i d e  t o  
m e d i C a l  m a r i j u a n a

the Rebel YelleR 
e z r a  l e va n t ’ s  ta K e  
o n  f r aC K i n g   

Peace of mind
h e l p i n g  i s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s  h e a l

SuSuR lee
modern Kosher’s Celebrity Chef

lifeStYle  
genomicS 

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  

m e d i C i n e 
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THE FUTURE IS NOW
Full FAMILY Luxury. Full Safety. Full Exclusivity.

The NEW 2016 XC90

VOLVO OF TORONTO   259 Lakeshore Blvd. East, Toronto, ON  M5A 3T7 | (416) 868-1880 | www.volvooftoronto.com 

“Live Chat” 
available during 

work hours to 
assist with your 

questions
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Over 30 Years of Winning
Cases For Our Clients

Let Our Experience Work For You!

416-754-9962
www.consky.ca

45 Sheppard Ave E., Suite 302 North York

harvey@consky.ca

Over the course of more than three decades in the legal profession, Harvey Consky has handled
more than 10,000 cases, obtaining multi-million dollar settlements for clients

and handling all types of personal injury matters.
In the year 2014 his team obtained approximately 15 million dollars in settlements for their clients.

• Catastrophic & Serious Personal 
Injury Claims

• Long Term Disability & Accident 
Benefit Claims

• Slip & Fall Accidents

• Brain & Spinal Cord Injuries
• Motor, Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Accidents
• Free Consultation
• Pay When Your Case Is Settled

OPENING NEW DOORS

THE SUMMER OF LEXUS

SERVICE

416-391-1668
SALES

416-391-1600
www.lexusonthepark.ca
1075 LESLIE ST., TORONTO, ON

*PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI($2.045), EHF TIRES ($29), EHF FILTERS ($1), A/C ($100), AND OMVIC FEE ($5). DEALER FEES $548 (1 YEAR TIRE/RIM COVERAGE, NITRO, 
5 YEAR THEFT REGISTRATION INCLUDED). TAXES AND LICENSE EXTRA. VEHICLE MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS SHOWN. PLEASE CALL FOR PROGRAM DETAILS.

17 ’ ’  ALUMINUM ALLOY WHEELS •  CRUISE CONTROL •  PUSH BU TTON START
BLUETOOTH •  8  SPEAKERS •  BACKUP CAMER A •  LED BR AKE L AMP S

STARTING FROM
$

 44,178* 
+ HST + LICENSING FEE

Haskell Beale
LEXUS CONSULTANT

P: 416-391-8814
E: haskell@lexusonthepark.ca

Larry Danziger
LEXUS CONSULTANT
P: 416-391-8812
E: larryd@lexusonthepark.ca
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Imagine. You return home, with one touch on your tablet, your lights come 
to life, music starts to play at just the right volume and your window shades 
automatically lower to ensure privacy. Your customer enters your showroom. 
They are greeted by an impressive 17-foot media wall, playing a high-defi ni-
tion video presentation. It leaves them with a lasting impression of your brand 
—an impression they will rave to their friends about. 

As your client enters your boardroom, you open the touchscreen control panel 
discreetly integrated into the table. With a swipe of your fi nger across the 
touchscreen panel, the boardroom shades close, the lights dim, and your 
90” HD display comes to life, with your presentation all set and ready to go. 

These are just a few examples of how control and media automation 
technology can be artfully blended into your home or business. Today’s high 
tech world promises ease-of-use, and one-touch operation. Nevertheless, 
we are often disappointed by the increasing complexity of these technologies. 
Even some so-called ‘experts’ who install these systems have a diffi cult time 
explaining to clients how they work. 

We caught up with Anthony Di Lecce, founder and president of Intelligent 
Sound and Vision, a high-end control and media automation systems 
provider. IS&V has been a Crestron control systems preferred partner 
(Crestron is the gold standard in control and automation) since 2002. 
Anthony gave us a better understanding of the business. Di Lecce 
describes the state of the industry to be one “in a constant state of fl ux, 
with continuous advances in core technologies, making it diffi cult for people 
interested in home/business automation, and those in the fi eld, to keep 
up-to-date on products and best practices when it comes to design and 
installation.” Anthony believes to be successful in the media automation 
business, companies need to be more than simply design and installation 
focused. For Intelligent Sound and Vision, it is critical to become a partner 
and advisor to those considering a total automation solution for their home or 
business: “Our industry needs to be better at explaining available solutions, 
and better at providing full support after everything is installed.” 

Key to the process is developing a great working relationship, 
early on in the construction phase. Whether considering a 
home theatre solution, or a total control and automation 
solution for your home/business; the fi rst step is to truly 
understand what options are available. The starting point 
for Intelligent Sound and Vision is a free in-business or 
in-home consultation so the team can understand the client’s 
vision. Once the decision is made to move forward, the best 
way to appreciate a Crestron system, and how it can 
seamlessly integrate into your business or home, is to 
experience it in person. 

To provide that level of experience, Intelligent Sound and 
Vision will often fl y clients to the Crestron Design Showroom 
in downtown Manhattan, where they can experience the 
cutting-edge, and invisible luxury of Crestron automation 
fi rst hand, and in a real-life setting.

From automated lighting, video walls, and energy management 
systems, to full boardroom automation, “there is no better way 
to understand what is available to you and your business than 
physically interacting with the technology,” says Di Lecce. 
“The new rock star is technology.”

Intelligent Sound & Vision
8701 Jane Street, Unit 1
Concord, ON L4K 2M6
Tel: 416.987.0815
Fax: 905.660.4335
info@intelligentsv.com

Anthony Di Lecce

“Our industry needs to 
be better at explaining 
solutions available and 
better at providing full 
support after everything 
is installed.”

TODAYS HIGH TECH 
CONTROL AND 
MEDIA AUTOMATION.

Contact us today:
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Contact us today:

a d v e r t o r i a l



If you’ve been toying with the idea of renovating your pool, adding a 
swimming pool or hot tub to your property, look no further than 
Eco-Pools Inc. We specialize in various swimming pool styles and 
designs; Custom Concrete, Cocktail, Vinyl Liner, Fiberglass and Natural.
Eco-Pools Inc.’s passion to elevate beyond its competition echoes 
throughout every project. With continuous education at Genesis 3 
University and sound construction practices, every swimming pool is 
designed to meld seamlessly into the structural architecture and 
landscape of the property

Genesis 3 is synonymous with “superior quality”, which is reflected in 
all our pool builds. 
Also integrated into every project is energy e�ciency through 
product, sanitation, automation and hydraulic design. The end result is 
an outdoor entertainment space beyond expectation and one that will 
last a lifetime. We travel throughout the GTA and serve many of the 
surrounding areas.

REMODELING
OR 
BUILDING
A POOL?

www.genesis3.com

For more information or to schedule an 
on-site estimate, contact us today.
1-855-326-7665 | chris@eco-pools.ca | eco-pools.ca

Windsor Arms Hotel
A La Carte Kosher Dining
Every Tuesday, Wednesday & �ursday

Event Catering Every Day

Weddings
Bat & Bar Mitzvah
Kosher Catering

Suites • Spa • Tea Room

Off Premise Catering

A LA CARTE
KOSHER DINING Every Tues-Wed-�urs 5 pm-10 pm.

Join us for a family or business dinner
Reservations required

416-971-9666
windsorarmshotel.com

18 St. Thomas Street, Toronto, Ontario In the heart of Bloor-Yorkville

Frequent Menu Changes
3 Course Menu of Choice $75
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Welcome to the latest issue of Jewish Review, Canada’s Business and Lifestyle 
Magazine. An exciting magazine that covers issues and topics relevant to Canadian 
Jewish life in both business and lifestyle.

Once again spring is here and with it a new cycle of rebirth, renewal and 
reawakening. One of this issue’s themes is reinvention. In today’s fast-paced 
economy, empires seem to rise and fall daily. Investors and entrepreneurs are in a 
constant race to keep up with the shifting economic landscape. We bring you their 
stories of innovation, initiative and drive: the new taste of Kosher catering as brought 
to you by Moishe Brown and Susur Lee; the newest incarnation of Magi Lanz’s 
jewelry store; and the brother-sister business partnership behind MagneTree.

Outside the business world, there is also a recognized need for fresh insight: 
Ve’ahavta, an established non-profit, rebranded their logo after 18 years; Rabbi 
Menachem Gansburg and his wife Chana, reinvigorated a shul, a neighbourhood 
and an entire community; and The Shabbat Project reintroduced centuries-old 
traditions to a global audience.

Several more notable members of our community are profiled in this issue: 
Al Gilbert, renowned photographer of celebs and statesmen; Nava Waxman, rising 
star on the art scene; and Ezra Levant, controversial Canadian media personality.

And summer wouldn’t be complete without a look at the latest trends in beachwear, 
the hottest accessories for backyard entertaining and the best outdoor patios 
in the GTA.

We hope you enjoy this Jewish Review, a magazine that reflects the vibrancy, 
determination and drive of our community. Please let me know what stories you 
would like to see in the future.

Contact me at editor@jewishreview.ca. 

SuSur lee
Photography by  

Matt Adam

On the cOver

Welcome

FoR A FREE Copy oF ouR 
nExt EdItIon SIgn up At 
WWW.JEWISHREVIEW.CA. 

Sincerely Yours,

Michele Michaelov
editor@jewishreview.ca

Contact us at 416.340.7753   |   events@seventhheaven.ca    |   w w w.seventhheaven.ca

A fairytale wedding, rousing holiday festivities, a breathtaking gala 
ball, a long-awaited product launch. These are precious events that 
deserve to be memorable. What will yours be? Let our award-winning 
event catering professionals help you make your event iconic.

LO V E  H O W  YO U  L I V E .
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3 beautiful luxury banquet rooms hosting 50 to 700 guests
Impeccable gourmet food prepared in our Kosher kitchen

905-597-9298
227 Bowes Road, Vaughan, ON, L4K 1H8
westmounteventcentre@gmail.com

The Perfect Venue
for your Perfect Day!

editOr-in-chief: Michele Michaelov
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D E S I G N  |  B U I L D  |  R E S I D E N T I A L  |  C O M M E RC I A L       L A U R E D E N H O M E S . C O M   4 1 6 . 5 4 3 . 1 5 0 0

Designing, Building & Renovating Fine Homes since 1982

LAUREDEN
H O M E S
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5,000 sq ft 
Contemporary
Design 
Showroom
High-end collections from 
Italy & Denmark. Perfect style 
and cost for every project 
from small to large scale.

· Seating · Kitchens
· Home & Office Furniture 
· Wardrobes  · Shelving
· Lighting · Area Rugs
· Doors & Windows
· Home Audio

14 Raitherm Rd
Toronto, ON  M6B 1S6 
info@funktioninteriors.com
416-414-9598
funktioninteriors.com    

Open To The Trade
and by Appointment.

951 Wilson Ave.,  Suite 21, Toronto, ON M3K 2A7

Phone: 416-633-3720   www.bgtorontolaw.com

BIRENBAUM GOTTLIEB P.C.
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Call or visit our website

BIRENBAUM GOTTLIEB PC

• Commercial Litigation 
• Civil Litigation 
• Real Estate Law
• Wills
• Power of Attorney
• Family Law
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
• Employment Law
• Criminal Law

A professional approach serving you
in the following practice areas:

Isaac
Birenbaum

LL.B.

Jason W.
Gottlieb

M.A., LL.B.
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DUNDENE
H O M E S

Licensed Master Builder.
Delivering over 15 years of 
quality & client satisfaction.

Dundene Homes Inc. 466 King St. E., Suite 100, Toronto, ON, M5A 1L7
     (416) 863-6116           info@dundenehomes.ca         DundeneHomes.ca

“We live it as we build it -- with pride.”
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PAV I N G - I N T E R L O C K I N G - C O N C R E T E

3650 Langstaff  Rd. Unit  14,  Woodbridge, ON L4L 9A8 
info@royaltownconstruct ion.com

416.654.2690 | 1.888.752.6715
www.royaltownconstruction.com 

Unique Designs, Quality Materials
& Superior Construction

with Competitive Prices & Written Warranty 

25 YEARS of Experience · All Work is Guaranteed

Read our reviews on homestars.com
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Sobie’s Barbecues
162 Willowdale Avenue, Toronto, ON  M2N 4Y6
Phone: (416) 224-2526 • www.sobies.com

 WE ARE THE 
BARBECUE EXPERTS.
GREAT SELECTION: We offer a full selection of
Broil King grills to suit  any budget. Plus, we carry
a full line of unique and practical accessories and  
replacement parts.

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE: We offer the best advice 
for all your outdoor  grilling questions. From cooking tips 
to care and maintenance, we know every aspect of the 
products we sell. Our staff comprised of knowledgeable 
factory trained professionals who will help you get the 
most out of your grill.

 

Lunch: Thurs &  Fri, 11:30am - 3:00pm       Dinner:  Mon to Sun, 5:00pm - Close
137 avenue road, toronto   |   416.975.1717   |   www.cocolezzone.com

Located in Yorkville district at 137 Avenue Road, Coco Lezzone has a fantastic menu,
modern and stunning decor and a killer martini bar.  Additionally, we now have a stone 
pizza oven to deliver arguably the best Italian pizza in the city. 

We also offer delivery and take-out options for those nights you just want to relax at home. We have private dining options 
for families, friends and corporate meetings who require extra privacy.  You’re going to love our new look! 

Come visit us and experience the new Coco Lezzone.
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General Contracting

Design Build

Project Management

Value Engineering

Pre-Construction Services

111 Regina Road, Unit #2 Woodbridge ON, L4L 8N5 | TEL 905.851.2626 | TOLL FREE 1.866.964.5983
FAX 905.851.2657 | EMAIL contact@sdmconstruction.com | www.sdmconstruction.com

COMMERCIAL    |    INDUSTRIAL    |    INSTITUTIONAL

SDM CONSTRUCTION INC.SDM CONSTRUCTION INC.

evocycles.ca 905.737.8415
[ M O N  -  F R I ]  1 0 a m  -  7 p m   [ S AT ]  1 0 a m  -  5 p m   [ S U N ]  1 2 p m  -  4 p m

10133 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, On L4C 1T5
Parking At Rear · Back Door Is Always Open

Trek | Cipollini | Norco | Niner | Mirraco | WeThePeople

B I K E S  ·  G E A R  ·  A P PA R E L  ·  S E R V I C E  ·  T R A I N I N G

416.459.5600

UP
TOSAVE 50%

www.SolarWindowFashions.com
SOLAR WINDOW FASHIONS

BLINDS

DRAPERIES

SHUTTERS

SHADES

CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

S u p e r i o r  Q u a l i t y  a t  Fa c t o r y  D i r e c t  P r i c e s

VIS IT  OUR SHOWROOM 
( By Appointment Only ) 
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Isadore Sharp, 
Hon. Chairman, 
Four Seasons 
Hotels, with Mark 
Raynes receiving  
EOY Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award.
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NETTHAUS
DESIGN | DEVELOPMENT | BUILD
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SHOES FOR MEN
MENELLI

Innovation 
in Footwear

w w w. m e n e l l i s h o e s . c o m

3883 Rutherford Rd. Woodbridge ON, L4L 9R8
(South West Corner At Weston Rd.) • 905.265.8644
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Tom Jones
Steakhouse & Seafood

Circa 1966

MAIN FLOOR DINING ROOM • SECOND FLOOR DINING ROOM • CONCLAVE ROOM • PIANO BAR • SPECIAL EVENTS

17 Leader Lane, Toronto, ON M5E 1L8
www.tomjonessteakhouse.com

MAKE A DINING RESERVATION 416-366-6583

IN THE HEART OF 
THE FINANCIAL & 

THEATRE DISTRICT
(next to the king edward hotel) 

Tom Jones, one of the city's most famous and elegant steakhouses, is located in historic Olde 
York Town. It is a favorite with local professionals and visitors who enjoy great steaks, 
seafood, and excellent service.  

With an impressive menu, an award winning wine list, and friendly, e�cient sta�, Tom Jones 
Steakhouse provides a dining experience that will be savoured and remembered.
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King St W

Colbourne     Lane
TJ

King
Edward
Hotel

Dine In • Take Out • Catering

Group Functions • Private Events

NOW IN

THORNHILL

S T E A K  |  R I B S  |  S E A F O O D  |  PA S TA

1200 Highway 7 West, Thornhill  905.597.7706 

www.billspit.com

Lunch,
Dinner,
Catering
Private &
Corporate
Events

SPINELLO

T
R

A
T

T
O

R
I

A

Contact Frank Perri
129 Rowntree Dairy Road
Vaughan, ON  L4L 6C9
frank@spinello.ca
905.264.2471
spinello.ca

DOWNTOWN NOW UPTOWN    Since 1993
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k e e p i n g 

it together
By Simon Apfel

The Shabbat Project

Last OctOber, 
a miLLiOn Jews 
arOund the gLObe 
Observed shabbat 
tOgether. this 
year, the shabbOs 
PrOJect PLans tO 
dO it again.

“Life wouLd never be the  
same again.”

James Kennard, the principal of Mount Scopus Memorial College 
in Melbourne, Australia, was reflecting on an extraordinary 
Shabbat that many believe has changed the face of Melbourne 
Jewry. But he might just as easily have been talking about the rest 
of the Jewish world.

On October 24 to 25, 2014, a Shabbat was felt and celebrated across 
the globe like none before it. One million people in 465 cities and 
65 countries around the globe—in Toronto and Tokyo, LA and 
London, Melbourne and Moscow, Buenos Aires and Berlin, Manila 
and Montreal, Addis Ababa and Ashkelon, Sao Paulo and Seattle, 
and everywhere in between—Jews of all walks of life united to 
observe a full Shabbat together.

The Shabbat project was first introduced in South Africa in 2013 
by the country’s Chief Rabbi Dr. Warren Goldstein, who, together 
with creative director Laurence Horwitz and a talented team of 
strategists, social media experts, project managers, designers 
and writers in Johannesburg, ensured that the initiative went 
global the next year.

Restaurant · Pizzeria
BAnquet HAll · Catering

“There is no love more sincere than the love of food ”

3600 Langstaff Rd., Woodbridge ON 
905.264.9248   www.castelloristorante.com

CASTELLO
RISTORANTE

Eye Exams Available Never-Worn Vintage Frames
Designer Frames

www.312OpticalStudio.com

(416) 929-5312   312 College St.  info@312opticalstudio.com 

www.312OpticalStudio.com
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In the build-up, it was described as “the 
most ambitious Jewish identity initiative 
ever undertaken,” and “an experiment 
that has no precedent in modern Jewish 
history.” Well, the giant undertaking was 
a huge success. The experiment went off 

without a hitch. 

“It was thrilling and inspiring to witness Jews 
from across every conceivable divide—
language, culture, ethnicity, geography, 
observance—viscerally embrace the 
Shabbat Project,” says Goldstein. 

“We saw the possibility of a Jewish life 
based on unity, on care for our fellow Jew. 
We saw the possibility of transcending all 
the barriers and differences that seem to 
separate us. The Shabbat Project showed 
us that we can overcome the divisions of 
the past, reclaim our spiritual heritage and 
become better people.”

Goldstein says that Canada can be 
tremendously proud of the fact that Toronto 
“emerged as one of the global hubs of the 
Shabbat Project.”

They didn’T juST come 
for friday nighT; They 
reTurned for lunch 
The nexT day. and They 
didn’T juST walk eiTher; 
Their whole familieS 
kePT ShabbaT in full.

4,600
WOMEN 

COMBINED

10,000 EGGS

12,320
LBS OF FLOUR

80,256
OZ OF WATER

250
LBS OF SALT

9,000
CHALLAHS

25,000
OZ OF VEGETABLE OIL

3,960
LBS OF SUGAR

154
LBS OF YEAST

the shabbat that 
shook the worLd

In Toronto, 400 families were set up with 
Shabbat hosts via the Shabbat Project website 
while a further 1,000 families were set up 
within the community via block parties. 
“We had 24 participating shuls who had 
programs running all evening and all day,” 
says Dena Bensalmon, who spent that Friday 
night “Shabbat Project hopping” across the 
city to experience as many of these events 
as possible. She reckons she encountered 
3,000 people that evening.

One particular community in Toronto 
set Seuda Shlishit tables for 250 people 
and 1,000 showed up. Many of the city’s 
synagogues reported overflows.

Simon Pinto reports the same phenomenon 
in São Paulo, Brazil. At one of the city’s 
synagogues, 30 people on average attend 
a regular Shabbat service. That Shabbat, 
there were more than 700. Another that 
normally attracts about 50 attendees had 
to find space for 400. And these were just 
the ones Pinto heard about. There were 26 
other synagogues across the city that were 
involved in the Shabbat Project.

In Buenos Aires, thousands of Jewish 
families hosted others who had never 
before experienced a Shabbat. One 
individual got hold of a list of the people 
in her neighborhood and invited all of those 
with Jewish surnames. Another reported 
having kept Shabbat even though he had 
never even fasted on Yom Kippur.

Iara Antebi Sacca, a local college student, 
attended an inner city youth dinner for 100 
people: “The energy was amazing. I've never 
been to such a meaningful, unified event. 
We were so different from one another, but 
there was something bigger than ourselves 
pulling us together.”

Street dinners, some involving up to a 
thousand people, took place all over the 
globe, including one in virtually every 
Jewish neighborhood in Johannesburg, 
and another in Melbourne that sat people 
at one long table stretching for almost half 
a kilometre.

Marquees went up in people’s backyards, 
while dining rooms, living rooms and 
kitchens were merged as homes were 
filled with wall-to-wall guests. The Hoff 
family of Golders Green, London, hosted 
100 people for lunch in a big tent in their 
garden, while in the adjoining suburb of 
Hendon, the Nissim family hosted a full 
Shabbaton in their house for 150 more. 
Melbourne’s Simon de Winter hosted a 
Friday night dinner for 70 friends. His one 
condition—that they at least walk to his 
house and back.

“I was amazed,” he says. “They didn’t 
just come for Friday night; they returned 
for lunch the next day. And they didn’t 
just walk either; their whole families kept 
Shabbat in full.”

Pre-shabbat 
ChaLLah bakes

Of course, the initiative was about more 
than just Shabbat. Indeed, it was the Challah 

Bakes—mostly held on the Thursday evening 
before the big Shabbat—that set the Shabbat 
Project celebrations in motion.

These extraordinary events saw women of 
all ages and levels of observance gather 
together en masse in cities around the 
world to prepare Challah dough, often 
accompanied by live music and spontaneous 
singing and dancing.

At the Miami Beach Convention Center, 
4,600 women combined 10,000 eggs, 
3,960 pounds of sugar, more than 25,000 
ounces of vegetable oil, 250 pounds of salt, 
12,320 pounds of flour, 80,256 ounces of 
water and 154 pounds of yeast into around 
9,000 loaves.

Not far behind, Buenos Aires drew 4,500 
women to a city park next to a lake, with 
a queue stretching for three blocks. 
Meanwhile, a Challah Bake in London drew 
more than 3,000 women. The response was 
so great that there were nearly 800 on the 
waiting list for the event. And elsewhere in 

moscow

ranna

toronto

mexico

vienna
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Europe, a Challah Bake in Paris was presided over by the Chief 
Pastry Chef to the French President.

Sold out Challah Bakes also took place in scores of cities across the 
North, South and Central America, including San Diego—billed 
as one of the largest outdoor cooking events in San Diego history.

In Toronto, the Challah Bake saw 2,500 women at the Embassy 
Grand, with another 800 women assigned to a waiting list and 
nearly 150 turned away at the door! 

Post-shabbat havdaLLah 
CeLebrations

And just as the inaugural international Shabbat Project began with 
a bang, it ended with one too. As the stars came out on October 25, 
jubilant scenes erupted across the world. And people gave vent to 
their feelings in the most fitting way possible—through song and 
dance—flocking to Havdallah concerts on what has now officially 
become the busiest weekend of the year for Jewish musicians.

Israeli musician Gad Elbaz and folk singer Shlomo Katz played to 
1,800 in Toronto; a capella phenomenon, the Maccabeats joined the 
IDF choir for a concert in San Diego covered by local TV news; and 
after kicking off the Five Towns Challah Bake, Eitan Katz (Shlomo 
Katz’s brother) travelled over 3,200 miles, ending Dallas's Shabbat 
Project festivities with a unity concert at the Metroplex. Meanwhile, 
Soul Farm rocked out at Manhattan Beach, and UK pop sensation 
Alex Clare joined the Moshav Band at a wet but spirited open-air 
concert in Johannesburg.

But it was Melbourne and Buenos Aires that had the biggest events. 
The concert in the Argentinian capital, organized with the help of 
the government and broadcast live on national television, drew 
as many as 13,000 people to a city park adjoining the Buenos 
Aires planetarium.

And across the ocean, some 10,000 people gathered in Caulfield 
Park, Melbourne for one of the biggest stand-alone Jewish events 
in the city’s history.

Ali Martell, a well-known writer photographer from Toronto, 

 An amazing view of the Havdallah 
 Concert in Buenos Aires, capturing 
the tremendous scale of the event in 2015, the idea, once again, is to reinforce 

the notion that Shabbat is something that 

anyone can embrace, regardless of one’s 

background, disposition, or level of Jewish 

observance or affiliation. The Shabbat 

project hopes to encourage those for 

whom Shabbat is a new—and perhaps even 

somewhat foreign—concept to immerse 

themselves in the full Shabbat experience 

in order to feel the joy, and deep spiritual, 

physical and familial rejuvenation that the 

“Day of Rest” affords.

This year will see even more focus given to 

support grassroots efforts within various 

communities around the world. This is 

perhaps most evident in israel, where an 

intensive ground campaign is underway 

which will see Challah Bakes, huge family 

dinners, festive prayer services, walks, 

children’s activities, Havdallah events 

and more.

To support these efforts, a digital 

engagement platform called The Table is 

being created for partners and volunteers 

on the ground to plug into. The platform 

will include guides and info on how to get 

involved and run events. it will also allow 

users to share and utilize best practices, 

showcasing successful Shabbat project 

events around the globe.

other things to look out for include: A 

new customizable website that will be 

a one-stop shop for those looking to be 

involved in the Shabbat project around 

the world; a hard-hitting video campaign 

revolving around the Shabbat project 

DnA (the initiative’s guiding principles); 

and a concerted drive to bring more A-list 

celebs on board.

So mark your calendars and save the date: 

looking forward to celebrating Shabbat 

with you on october 23 to 24, 2015. 

for more information, visit 

theshabbosproject.org and 

theshabbatproject.ca.

What’s Next

rediscovered Shabbat after observing it 

for the first time in years.

“Something interesting happens when 

your kids have to play an actual board 

game instead of something that requires 

button-smashing. Something interesting 

happens when you sit down on the couch 

with a blanket, a book, and some tea and 

you can’t use your remote to catch up on 

the oft-disappointing-these-days-but-

you-can’t-stop-watching Grey’s Anatomy. 

Something interesting happens when you 

sit at a lunch table with friends and just talk, 

since you can’t use your phones, you can’t 

Instagram, you can’t just take a quick work 

call, you can’t just watch that cute panda 

video everyone’s sharing on Facebook.”

Martel was brought on board to help capture 

the magic at the Toronto Challah Bake as well 

as the Havdallah Concert. “And in between 

those two busy and full-of-lovely-energy 

events,” she says, “I stopped, I rested, I 

put the camera down, and I kept Shabbat. 

It wasn’t the first time. But it’s the first one 

that got under my skin. This is a Shabbat 

that will stay with me.”

As it will with many others.

"The energy waS 
amazing. i've never 
been To Such a 
meaningful, unified 
evenT. we were So 
differenT from one 
anoTher, buT There waS 
SomeThing bigger Than 
ourSelveS Pulling uS 
TogeTher."
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Medical Marijuana may be an e�ective option
for a wide variety of conditions, including:

ADD/ADHD · Alzheimer’s Disease · Anxiety · Arthritis · Back Pain
Cancer · Chronic Pain · Eating Disorders · Crohn’s /Colitis · Epilepsy 
Fibromyalgia · GI Problems · HIV/AIDS · Head/Brain Injury · Hep C
IBS · Kidney Failure · Migraines · Multiple Sclerosis Spasms
Muscular Dystrophy · Nausea · Parkinson’s Disease · PTSD
Sleep Disorders · Spinal Cord Injury

Considering
Medical Marijuana?

Medical marijuana has proven to be essentially free from side 
e�ects and is a safe alternative to pharmaceuticals.
If you think medical marijuana may be an appropriate treatment 
option for you, our network of qualified medical doctors will 
treat you with dignity, respect and confidentiality. Book your 
appointment today at www.marijuanaaccesscanada.com.

1.844.518.7845   info@marijuanaaccesscanada.com   www.marijuanaaccesscanada.com

Improving the Quality of Life

EXCLUSIVE SELECTION OF THE BEST 
IN QUALITY, FIT AND FASHION.

CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

(647) 258-2008

• Sophisticated, elegant, ultra-comfortable
  perfectly fitting Lingerie, Sleepwear and
  bra-sized Swimwear from A-H Cups

• Personalized fitting service

• Expertise in hard to fit sized

Brookfield Place (Opposite Royal Bank Plaza) 
Concourse Level – 181 Bay St. Toronto, ON
WWW.CREME-DE-LA-CREME.CA
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IVAN REITMAN

JEWISHREVIEW.CA   SPRING/SUMMER 20151      

Jewish Millennial siblings 
Choose entrepreneurship 
after graduation  zzzz...Meet 

m e  i n

SPRING/SUMMER 2015   JEWISHREVIEW.CA 2      

“Writing the business and marketing plan not only 
helped us focus, it also helped us dig deeper into 
our field, see What else is out there. We Wanted to 
knoW our place in the market,” 

T
he sibling duo behind magneTree Books had their path laid out; high school, 
maybe a bit of travelling, then straight into university and into the job market. 
But what happens when goals change? When the job market doesn’t give 
you what you’ve always dreamed of? When working for others just doesn’t 

work for you anymore. Josie and Ronny elfassy discovered that there is life after the 9-5. 
There’s entrepreneurship; and it is all encompassing, thrilling, satisfying, and hard work. 
How do you take a strong work ethic and a dream and make it a reality? You need a plan. 

magneTree Books launched their Kickstarter campaign on may 7th with the goal of 
changing the way children interact with and relate to their family members. Their line 
of personalized magnetic children’s books is designed to make sure children grow up 
knowing their relatives by incorporating family photo magnets into the story. The books 
are available in a boy and girl version so your child can identify with the main character 
more easily. each book comes with a set of 9 photo magnets and refills can be purchased 
as your family grows and changes.

if their funding goal of $20,000 is met, magneTree Books will officially launch. if not, they 
get nothing. So why choose such a risky platform to launch your business? Well, it didn’t 
start there. 

Ronny has an mA in international Development from Carlton University and a strong 
background in finance and project management. Josie graduated from York University 
with an Honours BA in Professional Writing & Communications with an emphasis on 
Book Publishing. So it was no coincidence that the two ended up in the business of 
books. Combining their very different skill sets the two researched and planned their 
business down to the fine details. They attended entrepreneur workshops at the maRS 
Discovery District, spoke to mentors and business advisors, founded a focus group almost 
immediately comprised of their key demographic and got to work. The first step was to 

— Josie elfassy
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compile a full and thorough business plan. Regardless 
of how they were to raise their startup funds they knew 
they needed goals, a step-by-step plan for every part of 
the process, and something concrete to show potential 
investors. “Writing the business and marketing plan 
not only helped us focus, it also helped us dig deeper 
into our field, see what else is out there. We wanted to 
know our place in the market,” Josie explains. 

The pair discussed the options of a small business 
loan, investors, startup shows such as Dragon’s Den or 
Shark Tank, and finally crowdfunding platforms such 
as Kickstarter or indiegogo. They ruled out television 
shows as they need sales before they can apply as 
contestants. And the idea of a loan or investor was a 
great backup, although risky. They were hesitant to take 
on more debt or to give away part of their company at 
such an early stage before they knew the true potential 
of their product. Ronny explains that “there are other 
options available to our generation of entrepreneurs. We 
involved our community and supporters in our process 
from day one with our focus group, they helped us from 
everything from our company name to choosing our 
illustrator, Sandra Reds.” They go on to explain that 
they consider this business experience a communal 
effort and wanted to involve their community as much 

as possible. What better way than to allow supporters to 
pre-order the book through a crowdfunding platform. 
They chose Kickstarter based on statistics and success 
rates. “There are pros and cons to both sites. Kickstarter 
was the more popular platform so we expected our 
reach to go further. it was a marketing decision at the 
end of the day.” Josie claims. 

Josie was surprised to find how her education and training 
in the book publishing field finally came in handy. After 
5 years of working in marketing she didn’t expect to put 
her degree to use. “i try to think of my education as a life 
experience that has influenced how i think, even when i 
wasn’t working in publishing. But i won’t lie, there were 
days when i wondered what it was all for.” Josie spent 
2 years studying photography at OCAD and 3 years 
at York but could not find a well paying job in her field. 
“There were a lot of internships and mid-level jobs but 
nothing that offered an opportunity in publishing and 
rent coverage at the same time.” Ronny’s experience 
with his degree was similar, although in a completely 
different area. After graduating from Carleton Ronny 
worked in desk jobs and struggled to pay his mounting 
student debt. Choosing to go to Grad School wasn’t a 
hard decision, but funding it was a different story. Like 
most young adults the only option Ronny had was to turn 

magnetree books Was born 
from the aspiration to bridge the 
distances betWeen their children, 
their nepheWs and the rest of 
their family. 

magneTree Books was born from the aspiration to bridge the 
distances between their children, their nephews and the rest of 
their family. The concept is the first of its kind, and is a revolutionary 
cross between children’s books and technology. The books can 
be used in early Childhood education to improve memory, family 
values, motor skills, and creative imagination. All you need to do is 
pick a story, upload a few photos, and you’re done. The illustrations 
are by illustrator and artist, Sandra Reds. Sandra’s child-like 
imagination, her incredible technical skills and her attention to 
detail all combine to create a visual world of wonder.

for more information visit www.Magnetree.ca
to OSAP. “i’m fortunate in that i could pay for my mA, but student 
loans are a far cry from a gift. it’s been years and i still struggle 
to pay off my loan every month. especially working in the field of 
international Development, none of us are driven purely by huge 
financial gains.” 

The two young grads were both disillusioned with life after university 
in an expensive city. Josie started a family while Ronny travelled 
to Peru to live and work in his field. Both of these life changes, 
although incredibly satisfying, brought on more financial burdens 
than their paychecks could alleviate. Josie’s expenses were about 
to multiply and Ronny returned to Toronto with two years of field 
experience and a few more thousand dollars of debt. The pair 
started a small side business running a magnet photo-booth, it 
made sense – Josie had the photography expertise and the startup 
costs were minimal. it was a huge market with loads of potential and 
a supplemental income for both. That’s when they caught the bug.

Running their own business was by no means any easier or 
less time consuming than their full time jobs. Josie recalls doing 
graphic design with one arm while holding her newborn baby on 
the other arm while he napped. Ronny was working full during 
the day and spending his evenings and weekends running the 
booth and reaching out to gain more clientele. The two joke now 
when thinking back on how the business required so much more 
of their time than they could have imagined. But it was worth it for 
them because it was their own creation.

“i was happy to work all those hours because i knew we stood to 
gain, or lose – if we didn’t give it our all. Work was not a burden 
anymore, it was a process of creating something out of nothing and 
watching it grow.” Josie explains. Once the idea for magneTree 
Books came up, the very different-minded siblings settled into 
their individual roles instantly and very comfortably. Ronny jokes 
that his cost analysis spreadsheets and market analyses were met 
with less enthusiasm than he would have liked, but Josie holds her 
own her insight into their target market and knowledge of how a 
book is published from start to finish. “We’re at a point where i’ll 
throw in some printing jargon just to tease and confuse him, then 
he’ll send me 5 spreadsheets to review.” Josie teases. 
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Cover: Serum, 2014. Encaustic on canvas. 20 x 16 in. 
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Seeing Things Through Rose Coloured Glass, 2015. Encaustic on wood. 60 x 70 in. 
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ToronTo CenTre 
for The arTs 
July: Best of Fringe 2015
July: Moonlight Concert
September: Beethoven Symphony 5

young CenTre for 
The performing arTs
July: Look What They’ve Done 
To My Song! Vol. 5: Rock On!
July: Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea
July: Yaíma Sáez y su grupo 
“Live in Concert”
July: NIÁGARA ~ 
A Pan-American Story
August: Obeah Opera
August: PUSH! Real Athletes. 
Real Stories. Real Theatre
September: The Play’s the Thing
September: Happy Place
September: Marat/Sade
September: Yours Forever, Marie-Lou

LIFE IS A Cabaret
ToronTo TheaTre LisTings | spring - summer 2015

ed mirvish TheaTre 

July/August: Newsies - A New 
Musical From Disney 

royaL aLexandra TheaTre 
Till September: Kinky Boots 

prinCess of WaLes 
TheaTre
August: Oh Canada What a Feeling!
September: Motown The Musical 

bLuma appeL TheaTre
July-September: Shakespeare 
in High Park
July-February: Betroffenheit

sony CenTre for  
The performing arTs
July: Brian Wilson
August: Pokémon: Symphonic 
Evolutions
September: Idina Menzel World Tour
September: Van Morrison
September: Josh Groban
September: Chris de Burgh 
& Orchestra ‘The Hands of 
Man’ Canadian Tour
September/October: JFL42 - 
Toronto’s Comedy Festival

fesTivaL TheaTre

Apr - Oct: Sweet Charity 
May - Oct: Pygmalion 
Jun - Oct: Light Up the Sky 

royaL george TheaTre

Apr - Nov: Peter and the Starcatcher  
Apr - Oct: You Never Can Tell 
Jul - Oct: The Divine: A Play for Sarah 
Bernhardt 

The CourThouse TheaTre

Apr - Sept: The Lady from the Sea 
May - Sept: Top Girls 
Jun - Sept: The Twelve-Pound Look

sTudio TheaTre

Jul - Oct: The Intelligent 
Homosexual’s Guide to Capitalism 
and Socialism with a Key to the 
Scriptures

avon TheaTre 

Apr - Oct: The Diary of Anne Frank  
May - Oct: Carousel 
May - Oct: She Stoops to Conquer

fesTivaL TheaTre 

Apr - Oct: The Sound of Music 
May - Oct: Hamlet
May - Oct: The Taming of the Shrew
Jul - Oct: Love’s Labours Lost

sTudio underground

Aug - Sept: The Next Whisky Bar

Tom paTTerson TheaTre 

May - Sept: The Physicists 
May - Sept: The Adventures of Pericles 
Jun - Sept: Oedipus Rex
Aug - Sept: The Alchemist

sTudio TheaTre 

Jul - Sept: Possible Worlds 
Jul - Oct: The Last Wife
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ToronTo InTernaTIonal 
FIlm FesTIval (TIFF)
September 10-20 | Screening more 
than 300 films from around the 
world in venues across the city.

JFl42
September 24 
to October 3 | 
A 10-day festival 
featuring 42 ‘cool 
things’ happening 
in the city.

events scene ����

ToronTo FrInge FesTIval 
July 1-12 |Features more than 155 indie shows 
in more than 25 venues, in every genre – with 
local, national, and international artists. 

summerlIcIous
July 3-19 | Enjoy delicious three-course 
prix fixe menus at close to 200 of the city’s 
top restaurants at fantastic price points. 

salsa on sT. claIr
July 4 &5 | Week-long events around the city 
including: Latin dance, art exhibitions & salsa 
parties finishing with the main Street Festival. 

ToronTo 2015 
panam games 
July 10 to August 26 |7,000+ athletes from 
across the USA will put their years of intense 
training, perseverance and sacrifice to 
the test in this world-class competition.

SummerSpring

T o r o n T o

&
Beaches InTernaTIonal 
Jazz FesTIval
July 10-26 |At lakeside neighbourhoods 

is the celebration of dynamic musical 

roster, multiple stages, and even an 

enticing line-up of gourmet food trucks. 

And all the performances are free.

scoTIaBank carIBBean 
carnIval
July 30 to August 2 | An exciting cultural 

explosion of Caribbean music, cuisine, 

revelry and visual and performing arts.

krInos TasTe oF  
The DanForTh
August 7-9 | This event brings 

the delectable cuisine out of local 

restaurants and into the streets. Listen 

to Greek bands while getting your fill 

of authentic souvlaki, stuffed grape 

leaves, grilled lamb and moussaka.

rogers cup
August 8-16 | The best players in 

the world have showcased their 

skills on Canadian courts.

scoTIaBank BuskerFesT
August 27-30 | Comedy, spontaneity 

and a dash of the unbelievable: 4 days 

and 4 nights of non-stop, action-packed, 

fun-filled entertainment. Admission is by 

donation in support of Epilepsy Toronto.

m o n T r e a l

horsT: phoTographer 
oF sTYle
May 14 to August 23 | One of the 20th 
century’s most influential fashion and portrait 
photographers, will present more than 
250 archival prints that transcend time.

pIknIc ÉlecTronIk
May 17 to September 20 | Every Sunday, 
Piknic offers diverse programming that 
appeals to both music fans and audiences 
in search of festive outdoor activities.

roDIn - meTamorphoses
May 30 to October 18 | Fragile plasters 
as well as bronzes, marble figures, 
drawings, watercolours and photographs 
all attest to this creative intensity.

InTernaTIonal 
percussIon FesTIval 
July 3-12 | Over 1000 artists, 10 
days of music. A cultural journey 
in the heart of Old Montreal!

FesTIval InTernaTIonal 
nuITs D’aFrIque 
July 7-19 | At the forefront of artistic 
creativity the Festival plumbs a vast 
pool of talent from here to Timbuktu, 
across great oceans to Africa, the 
Caribbean and Latin America.

monTreal  
hIghlanD games
August 1-3 | The Montreal Highland Games 
brings together Montrealers of Scottish 
and all other backgrounds to celebrate 
Highland games, music and culture.

maTsurI Japon
August 15 | This dynamic event 
brings people together to enjoy 
japanese food, music, dance, family 
activities and much, much more.

18Th-cenTurY  
puBlIc markeT
August 22-23 | Over the 
course of a weekend, take 
a trip back in time to find 
yourself in the company of 
farmers, craftspeople, and 
entertainers as they 
existed in 1750, at the 
time of Montréal’s 
very first public 
marketplace.
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o T T a w a

canaDa DaY
July 1 | Come celebrate Canada’s 
148th birthday in the capital.

varekaI BY cIrque  
Du soleIl
July 2-5 | Follow the adventures of one 
young man after he is parachuted into 
the shadows of a magical forest.

rBc roYal Bank BluesFesT
July 8-19 | One of the largest international 
music events in the world, with over 220 
musical acts on several outdoor stages.

5k Foam FesT canaDa
July 25 | A foam filled 5km all ages’ 
fun run. Featuring mud, water, 
foam and over 16 obstacles.

oTTawa Busker FesTIval
July 30 to August 3 | Entertainment 
by street performers from around 
the world. Clowns, jugglers, acrobats 
and magic tricks. Free admission.

capITal rIBFesT
July 31 to August 3 | Capital Ribfest, 
the new big BBQ foodie experience, 
will be taking over downtown Ottawa. 
Free admission, 10 new Ribbers, live 
music, craft beer and much more!

The casIno Du lac- 
leamY’s sounD oF lIghT
August 8-22 | An international 
fireworks competition with the 
greatest pyrotechnic experts.

gaTIneau hoT aIr  
Balloon FesTIval
September 3-7 | Come and enjoy Canada’s 
largest balloon festival! Hot air balloons fill 
the Gatineau sky along with exciting shows.

oTTawa InTernaTIonal 
anImaTIon FesTIval
September 16-20 | North America’s largest 
animation festival showcases the finest 
new productions from around the world. 

naTIonal capITal open To 
“supporT our Troops”
August 20-23 | Come out and enjoy 
watching professional golf’s young future 
stars at this PGA TOUR Canada event. Official 
charity is the Support Our Troops Program.

W W W. S O H O T I L E S . C O MS O H O  T I L E S

CERAMIC TILES

FEATURE WALL TILES

GLASS MOSAICS

LEDGE STONES

LIMESTONE TILES

MARBLE TILES

METAL MOSAICS

ONYX TILES

PEBBLE MOSAICS

PORCELAIN MOSAICS

PORCELAIN TILES

SLATE TILES

STONE MOSAICS

STONE & GLASS MOSAICS

TRAVERTINE TILES

WALL TILES

WOOD TILES

15 Connie Cres.
Unit 24/25
Concord, ON  L4K 1L3
905-418-0373
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